
 

 

 
 

 

Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

 

 
Grade/Course Grade 11 / English III 
Unit of Study Unit Four: Reading Literature / Writing Narratives 
Pacing  5 – 7 Weeks 

 

UNIT STANDARDS 

PRIORITY STANDARDS 
 

READING LITERATURE 
RL.11.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant  

connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 

well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where 
the text leaves matters uncertain. 

RL.11.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop 
  and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set,  
  how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and  

  developed) 
RL.11.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 

  text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the  
  impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including  
  words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh,  

  engaging, or beautiful (e.g., Shakespeare as well as other authors). 
RL.11.6 Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires   

  distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really  
  meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 
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WRITING 
W.11.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events  

  using  effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured  
  event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation and its significance,  
establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a 

narrator and/or characters; create a smooth  
progression of experiences or events.  

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, 
reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop  
experiences, events, and/or characters.  

c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build 
on one another to create a coherent whole and  

build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, 
suspense, growth, or resolution).  
d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory 

language to convey a vivid picture of the  
experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.  

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is 
experienced, observed, or resolved over the course  
of the narrative.  

W.11.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,   
  organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and   

  audience. 
 
 
 

COMMON CORE SUPPORTING STANDARDS 
 
READING LITERATURE 

RL.11.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their  

  development over the course of the text, including how they interact and  
  build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective  

  summary of the text. 
RL.11.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific  
  parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice 

  to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure  
  and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

RL.11.7 Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded 
  or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how  
  each version interprets the source text (e.g. Shakespeare and other  

authors.) 
RL.11.10       By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

                     dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity (see Appendix A) or   
                     above with scaffolding as needed.   
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WRITING 
W.11.5  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising,   
 editing, rewriting, trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as 

MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience. 

W.11.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share and update writing 
 products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or 
information. 

W.11.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer  
 a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem;   

 narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple   
 sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject   
 under investigation. 

W.11.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support    
 analysis, reflection, and research. 

W.11.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research,    
 reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a   
 day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

SL.11.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussion (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grade 11  topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 

other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well- reasoned 
exchange of ideas.  
b. Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision 

making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g., student-developed rubrics), and 
establish individual roles as needed.  

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic 
or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and  

promote divergent and creative perspectives.  
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 

and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is 
required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.  

SL.11.2    Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and  
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) in order to make informed 

decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data.  

SL.11.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 

assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, 
and tone used.  

SL.11.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly,concisely, and  
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logically. The content organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
SL.11.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 

interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, 
and evidence and to add interest.  

SL.11.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of 
formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
 

 
LANGUAGE 

L.11.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking.  

a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over 

time, and is sometimes contested. 
L.11.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
a. Observe hyphenation conventions.  
b. Spell correctly.  

L.11.3 Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning or style, and 
to comprehend more fully when reading,writing, speaking, or listening.  

a. Vary syntax for effect; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 
complex texts.  

L.11.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 11 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies.  

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase.  

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).  

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word 
or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its 

standard usage.  
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 

by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary)  
L.11.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text.  

b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.  
L.11.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career 

readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
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“UNWRAPPED” Power Standards 

READING LITERATURE 

 
RL.11.1 CITE strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 

SUPPORT analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text, including DETERMINING where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
 

RL.11.3 ANALYZE the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and 
relate elements of a story or drama. 

 
 
WRITING 

W.11.3 WRITE narratives to DEVELOP real or imagined experiences or events USING  
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

 

 

“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

 

POWER STANDARD: RL.11.1 

 CITE 
 

 MAKE 
 

 

 SUPPORT 
 

 
 

 
 

 DETERMINING 

 Strong and thorough textual 
evidence  

 relevant connections 
 

 analysis   
o What the text says 

explicitly 

o Inferences drawn 
from the text 

 
o where the text leaves 

matters uncertain. 

 
 

 
 
 

3 

Students Can: 

 Draw inferences from literary text to make and support an analysis that goes 
beyond the obvious by using strong and thorough evidence gathered from 

reading. 

 Determine where the text leaves matters uncertain and be able to infer what 
happens next. 

 Support my conclusions with explicit and implicit textual evidence. 

 Synthesize evidence collected from the text to best support my conclusions. 
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POWER STANDARD: RL.11.3 

 ANALYZE 
 

  impact of the author’s 

choices regarding how to 
develop and relate elements 

of a story or drama. 

 

 
3 
 

 
 

Students Can: 

 Analyze an author's choices regarding the development of literary elements in a 

story or drama (setting, plot, characterization). 

 Analyze the impact of author's choices regarding the development of literary 

elements on the story or drama itself and/or the reader. 

 
POWER STANDARD: W.11.3 

 WRITE 
 

 DEVELOP 
 

 

 

 USING 

 Narratives 
 

 real or imagined experiences 

or events 
 

 

 Effective technique 

 Well-chosen details 

 Well-structured event 
sequences 
 

 

 
 

 
 
3 
 

 

Students Can: 

 Formulate a real or imagined experience 

 Engage and orient the reader by clearly setting out a situation and its 

significance. 

 Develop experiences, events, and/or characters by using effective narrative 

techniques. 

 Incorporate well-chosen details into an original narrative.  

 Structure narratives with appropriate sequencing so they build toward a 
particular tone and outcome. 

 Manipulate time within a narrative as a means of developing complex event 
sequences. 
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 Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  

 Cite 

 Explicitly 

 Inferences 

 Uncertain 

 Author’s choice 

 Elements of a story 

 Drama 
 

 Themes 

 Central ideas 

 Complex 

 Figurative meaning 

 Connotative meaning 

 tone 

 Multiple meanings 

 Engaging 

 Author’s choice 

 Aesthetic impact 

 Point of view 

 Satire 

 Sarcasm 

 Irony 

 Understatement 

 Interprets 

 Source text 

 Purpose 

 Audience 

 Synthesize  

 

 

 

 

Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

How can I analyze a text well?  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
How can I develop a real or imagined 
experience or event as a narrative? 

An analysis of a text should include explicit 
and inferential meanings, including the 

impact of an author’s choices regarding 
story elements, supported by strong and 
thorough textual evidence. 

 
 

 
You can develop a real or imagined 
experience or event as a narrative by 

using effective technique, well-chosen 
details, and well-structured event 

sequences. 
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District Assessments 
 

 

 
Unit 4 Pre-Assessment 

 

 

 
ELA Grade 11 Common Assessment  

 
(See district assessment calendar) 

 

 
 

Essential Questions Post-Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 
Engaging Learning Scenario 

A Hollywood producer is looking for ideas for the next big teen movie. You and your 
English teacher are convinced that changing the genre of one of the books/stories you 
read this year will be a perfect fit! 

 
To get the producer to consider your idea, you will have to write a sample scene 

treatment for your pitch to the studio big-wigs.  
 
You may select any genre for your film script, including: horror/monster, comedy/romantic 

comedy, crime, detective/mystery, action/adventure, science fiction, fantasy, 
documentary, suspense/thriller etc. Can you imagine Romeo and Juliet as a horror film? 

 
If the producer chooses your idea, you will be flown to Hollywood for the movie premiere 
and will be invited to next year’s Academy Awards ceremony and party. Good luck!  
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Performance Task Synopses 

 
Task 1:  Read and analyze various fiction genres.  

 
Task 2:  Discuss the original text. 
 

Task 3:  Write a scene in the genre of your choice. 
 

Optional Task 4:  Create a script of the scene. 
 
 

 

Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

Power Standards:  RL.11.1; RL.11.3 
 

Additional Standards: RL.11.2; RL.11.4; RL.11.5; RL.11.6; RL.11.7 

 
Task 1 Detailed:  Read and analyze various fiction genres. 

 

 In small groups, read the short stories provided by your teacher. 
 

 Create a chart or other graphic organizer to note the elements that recur in this 
genre(s): 

o setting(s)  
o prototypical characters 
o language/discourse 

o plot 
 problem/issue 

 who solves the problem 
 the means to solving the problem 
 theme(s) 

 value assumption(s) 
.   

 Analyze the impact of the authors’ choices  
o where the story is set 

o how the action is ordered 
o how the characters are introduced and developed 

 

 Support your ideas with strong and thorough textual evidence and discuss 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
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Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

 
4 3 

 

2 
 

1 

 All “Proficient” 

criteria plus: 

 provides an 

objective 
summary of the 
story 

 

 Creates a 

graphic 
representation 

of the elements 
of a genre 

 Analyzes the 

impact of the 
author’s choice 

of setting(s) 

 Analyzes the 

impact of the 
author’s choice 
of plot sequence 

 Analyzes the 
impact of the 

author’s choice 
of character 
introduction and 

development 

 Supports 

analysis with 
strong and 
thorough textual 

evidence 

 Discusses 

where the text 
leaves matters 

uncertain 

 Demonstrates 
mastery of the 

conventions of 
grammar, 

usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, 

and spelling 

 Meets __5_ 

of the 
“Proficient” 

criteria 
 

 Meets fewer 

than _5   of 
the 

“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 

repeated 
after re-

teaching 
 Comments: 

 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 
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Performance Task # 2 

In Detail 

 
Power Standards: RL.11.1,  RL.11.3 

Additional Standards: RL.11.2, RL.11.4, RL.11.5, RL.11.6, SL.11.1, SL.11.4, SL.11.6 
 

Task 2:  Discuss the original text. – You will participate in a Socratic Seminar to gain a 
deeper understanding of the original text you will adapt. 

 

 Prepare the following resources, supporting your ideas with textual evidence: 
o A brief summary of the text to be adapted. 

o Three driving questions from the text 
o Three comments on the theme of the text 

o Three questions on the text that you would like discussed or answered. 
o One idea for a genre adaptation of the text 

 Socratic Seminar    

o Follow your teacher’s directions for grouping and norms. 
o One student volunteer will give a summary of the text to start the discussion. 

o Use the notes you prepared to propel the conversation through questioning 
and responding  to others’ ideas. 

o Take notes about important ideas that arise during the discussion. You will 

use these notes in Task #3. 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Standards 

Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #1 

 

 
 

 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  

 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

4 3 

 

2 
 

1 

 All 

“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

  

 Prepares all five 

discussion 
resources 

 Includes 
references to 
textual evidence 

 Propels 
conversation by 

posing probing 
questions 

 Responds 

thoughtfully and 
substantially to 

others’ 
questions and 
comments 

 Meets _3__ 

of the 
“Proficient” 

criteria 
 

 Meets 

fewer than 
_3   of the 

“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 

repeated 
after re-

teaching 
 Comments: 
 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections and 

Related Standards 

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #2 

  Check all those that apply for each task:  

 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

Performance Task # 3 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: W.11.3a, b, c 

 

Additional Standards: W.11.3d, W.11.3e, W.11.4, W.11.5, W.11.10 

 
Task 3 Detailed:  Rewrite a scene from the original text in the genre of your choice. 
 

Using the writing process, select and draft a scene in a different genre.  All characters and 
situations must have a basis in the original scene from the text. 

 Pre-write the scene using any method learned in class (cluster, web, outline).   

 Compose a first draft. 

 In partners, participate in a peer revision conference.  Complete a peer conference 
sheet consisting of the following: 

o What scene is the script re-writing? 

o Are the key elements of the scene there? 
o What are the best elements of the script? 

o What elements still need work? 
o What elements of the selected genre can you identify? 

 Revise your writing using the comments from the peer conference. 

 Edit and polish your writing before submitting the final draft. 

 Be sure your writing: 

o engages and orients the reader by setting out a problem, establishing 
point(s) of view, and  creating a smooth progression of events 

o uses narrative techniques to develop events and characters 
o uses a variety of techniques to build a tone and outcome appropriate to the 

selected genre 
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Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

4 3 

 

2 

 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 

criteria plus: 

 additional 

criteria to be 
determined 
by teacher 

  

  

  Submits 

documentation of 
the writing 

process (pre-
writing, drafts, 
conferences, 

revisions, etc.) 
 adapts a scene 

from an original 
text by applying 
elements of a 

different genre 
 engages and 

orients reader by 
setting out 
problem, 

establishing point 
of view, and 

creating a smooth 
progression of 
events 

 uses narrative 
techniques to 

develop events 
and characters 

 uses variety of 

techniques to 
build tone and 
outcome 

appropriate to the 
selected genre 

 demonstrates 
mastery of 
grammar, usage, 

capitalization, 
punctuation, and 

spelling 
 

  

  

 Meets 
__4_ of 

the 
“Proficient
” criteria 

 

 Meets 
fewer 

than _4_ 
of the 
“Proficie

nt” 
criteria 

 Task to 
be 
repeated 

after re-
teaching 

 Comme
nts: 
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Optional Performance Task # 4 
In Detail 

Power Standards: W.11.3 
 

Additional Standards: W.11.4; W.11.5; W.11.10 
 

Task 4 Detailed: Create a script of the scene. 
 

 Write the scene you developed in Task #3 in script form. 

 Use proper screenwriting format, with dialogue and description. 

 Apply the elements of the selected genre. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Standards 

Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #3 

 
 
 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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(Optional) Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 

 
4 3 

 

2 
 

1 

 All 

“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 Additional 
criteria to be 
determined by 

teacher 
 

 Creates a 

script of the 
scene revised 
in Task #3. 

 Script has 
proper screen 

writing 
dialogue and 
description 

formats 
 Applies the 

elements of 
the selected 
genre 
 

 Meets 

__2_ of 
the 
“Proficient

” criteria 
 

 Meets 

fewer than 
_ 2   of the 
“Proficient” 

criteria 
 Task to be 

repeated 
after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Research-Based Effective  
Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 

 

❑ Identifying Similarities and Differences 

❑ Summarizing and Note Taking 

❑ Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 

❑ Homework and Practice 

❑ Nonlinguistic Representations 

❑ Cooperative Learning 

❑ Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

❑ Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

❑ Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 

❑ Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

 
 
 

 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 

 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Standards 

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #4 

  Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Differentiation 
Strategies 

(Additional Supports 

+ Enrichment) 

Intervention 
Strategies 

 

Specially Designed 
Instruction for 

Special Education 

Students 

Strategies for 
English Language 

Learners 

 
Additional Supports: 

 Small group 

instruction 

 Varied 

questioning 
strategies 

 Various 
organizers 

 One-on-one 

teacher 
assistance 

 Peer tutoring 
 

Enrichments for Highly 
Capable Students 

 More 

challenging and 
creative work 

 Independent 
study with 

higher level 
concepts and 
skills 

 Assign highly 
capable 

students 
independent 
readings; then 

facilitate peer 
tutoring 

classmates 

 Encourage 
creative 

students and/or 
strong readers 

to film their 
narrative for the 
class 

 
 

 Direct/ explicit 
instruction 

 Additional time 

 Assistive 
technology 

 Advance 
organizers 

 Accommodatio
ns for learning 

styles or 
multiple 
intelligences  

 Adjust pace of 
lesson/ 

instruction 

 Modified 

instruction 

 Peer tutoring 

 Parent 

conference 

 Involvement of 

Guidance or 
Learning 

Specialist 

 Assign shorter 
readings, like 

“Mother 
Tongue” to 

struggling 
readers. 

 Create literary 

circles to 
support  

comprehension
. 

 

 Additional time 

 Modified 

assignments 
appropriate to 

skills and 
ability 

 Change of 
pace 

 Small group 

work 

 Use of visuals 

or audio to 
enhance 

lessons 

 Scaffold 
information 

 Peer mentors 

 

 Additional time 

 Modified 

assignments 
appropriate to 

skills and ability 

 Change of pace 

 Small group 
work 

 Use of visuals or 

audio to 
enhance 

lessons 

 Scaffold 

information 

 Peer mentors 

 Give students 
the opportunity 
to draw the story 

first as a cartoon 
strip with notes 

and captions 
and dialogue in 
their first 

language if they 
prefer, prior to 

writing the story. 

 Encourage 
students to tell 

their story 
before writing it.  
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Instructional Resources and Materials 

 

Physical Technology-Based 

 McDougal Littell 11th  Grade 
textbook 

 On-line access to text book 

 Corresponding activities to 

specific text from McDougal 
Littell activity book 

 
 
 

Suggested Readings: 
 

Pride and Prejudice and Zombies by 
Seth Grahame-Smith and Jane 
Austen (series) 

 
Ambrose Bierce: An Occurrence at 

Owl Creek Bridge--historical fiction   
http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-
stories/UBooks/OccOwl.shtml 

 
 

Edgar Allan Poe: The Tell-Tale 
Heart—horror 
http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-

stories/UBooks/TelTal.shtml 
 

 
Mark Twain: A Dog's Tale—satire 
http://americanliterature.com/author/

mark-twain/short-story/a-dogs-tale 
 

 
O. Henry: The Ransom of Red 
Chief—humor 

http://classiclit.about.com/library/bl-
etexts/ohenry/bl-ohenry-

ransomred.htm 
 
 

Edgar Allan Poe: Murders in the Rue 
Morgue—mystery 

http://readbookonline.net/readOnLin
e/787/ 

 http://www.writingclasses.com/WritersResources/toolbox.php 
(a fiction writing website) 

 

 www.writerroad.com 

(another fiction writing workshop) 
 

 

 http://www.tc.umn.edu/~rbeach/linksteachingmedia/chapter7/i
ndex.htm 

 

 www.ifilm.com 

 

 http://www.short-story.me/crime-stories/607-no-luck.html - 

examples of short stories by genre 
 
 

 http://www.createyourscreenplay.com/genres.htm 
 

 http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-
plans/investigating-genre-case-classic-30596.html 

          Resources for reading and writing detective/mystery stories. 

 
 

 SPIDER Web discussion resources: 
http://alexiswiggins.pbworks.com/w/page/57830796/SPIDER%20WE

B%20Discussion%20Documents 

 

 Socratic Seminar guidelines and resources 

https://www.nwabr.org/sites/default/files/SocSem.pdf 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/OccOwl.shtml
http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/OccOwl.shtml
http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/TelTal.shtml
http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/TelTal.shtml
http://americanliterature.com/author/mark-twain/short-story/a-dogs-tale
http://americanliterature.com/author/mark-twain/short-story/a-dogs-tale
http://classiclit.about.com/library/bl-etexts/ohenry/bl-ohenry-ransomred.htm
http://classiclit.about.com/library/bl-etexts/ohenry/bl-ohenry-ransomred.htm
http://classiclit.about.com/library/bl-etexts/ohenry/bl-ohenry-ransomred.htm
http://readbookonline.net/readOnLine/787/
http://readbookonline.net/readOnLine/787/
http://www.writingclasses.com/WritersResources/toolbox.php
http://www.writerroad.com/
http://www.tc.umn.edu/~rbeach/linksteachingmedia/chapter7/index.htm
http://www.tc.umn.edu/~rbeach/linksteachingmedia/chapter7/index.htm
http://www.ifilm.com/
http://www.short-story.me/crime-stories/607-no-luck.html
http://www.createyourscreenplay.com/genres.htm
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/investigating-genre-case-classic-30596.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/investigating-genre-case-classic-30596.html
http://alexiswiggins.pbworks.com/w/page/57830796/SPIDER%20WEB%20Discussion%20Documents
http://alexiswiggins.pbworks.com/w/page/57830796/SPIDER%20WEB%20Discussion%20Documents
https://www.nwabr.org/sites/default/files/SocSem.pdf


20 
 

 

 

 
M R James - Oh Whistle and I'll 
Come to You My Lad - ghost story  

http://gaslight.mtroyal.ca/owhistle.ht
m 

 
 
Arthur C.Clarke, The Nine Billion 

Names of God - science fiction 
http://downlode.org/Etext/nine_billion

_names_of_god.html 
 
 

Jack London: To Build a Fire--
survival (survival) 

http://www.jacklondons.net/buildafire
.html 
 

 
Ray Bradbury: All Summer in a Day 

http://staff.esuhsd.org/danielle/Englis
h%20Department%20LVillage/RT/S
hort%20Stories/All%20Summer%20i

n%20a%20Day.pdf 
 

 
“The Hoard of the Gibbelins” – Lord 
Dunsany (fantasy) 

http://www.sacred-
texts.com/neu/dun/tbow/tbow11.htm 

 
 
"Wine in the Desert" -- Max Brand 

(western) 
http://shortstory365.wordpress.com/

2012/01/09/wine-on-the-desert-by-
max-brand/ 
 

 
"Afterward" -- Edith Wharton 

(ghost/horror) 
http://americanliterature.com/author/
edith-wharton/short-story/afterward 

 
"The Monkey's Paw" -- W.W. Jacobs 

(horror) 

http://gaslight.mtroyal.ca/owhistle.htm
http://gaslight.mtroyal.ca/owhistle.htm
http://downlode.org/Etext/nine_billion_names_of_god.html
http://downlode.org/Etext/nine_billion_names_of_god.html
http://www.jacklondons.net/buildafire.html
http://www.jacklondons.net/buildafire.html
http://staff.esuhsd.org/danielle/English%20Department%20LVillage/RT/Short%20Stories/All%20Summer%20in%20a%20Day.pdf
http://staff.esuhsd.org/danielle/English%20Department%20LVillage/RT/Short%20Stories/All%20Summer%20in%20a%20Day.pdf
http://staff.esuhsd.org/danielle/English%20Department%20LVillage/RT/Short%20Stories/All%20Summer%20in%20a%20Day.pdf
http://staff.esuhsd.org/danielle/English%20Department%20LVillage/RT/Short%20Stories/All%20Summer%20in%20a%20Day.pdf
http://www.sacred-texts.com/neu/dun/tbow/tbow11.htm
http://www.sacred-texts.com/neu/dun/tbow/tbow11.htm
http://shortstory365.wordpress.com/2012/01/09/wine-on-the-desert-by-max-brand/
http://shortstory365.wordpress.com/2012/01/09/wine-on-the-desert-by-max-brand/
http://shortstory365.wordpress.com/2012/01/09/wine-on-the-desert-by-max-brand/
http://americanliterature.com/author/edith-wharton/short-story/afterward
http://americanliterature.com/author/edith-wharton/short-story/afterward
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http://americanliterature.com/author/
w-w-jacobs/short-story/the-monkeys-
paw 

 
 

"The New Accelerator" -- H.G. Wells 
(science fiction) 
http://readbookonline.net/readOnLin

e/2169/ 
 

 
"The Five Orange Pips" -- Arthur 

Conan Doyle (mystery) 
http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-

stories/UBooks/FiveOran.shtml 
 
 

"The Jumping Frog of Calaveras 
County" -- Mark Twain (humor) 

http://twain.lib.virginia.edu/projects/p
rice/frog.htm 
 

 
“Flowers for Algernon” – (science 

fiction) 

http://www.dorinta19.bizland.ro/FLO

WERS%20FOR%20ALGERNON%2

0.htm 

 

 

“Singing My Sister Down” – Margo 

Lanagan (horror) 

https://docs.google.com/gview?url=h

ttp://www.sayville.k12.ny.us/webpag

es/LCierski/files/Singing+My+Sister+

Down+by+Margo+Lanagan.doc&chr

ome=true 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://americanliterature.com/author/w-w-jacobs/short-story/the-monkeys-paw
http://americanliterature.com/author/w-w-jacobs/short-story/the-monkeys-paw
http://americanliterature.com/author/w-w-jacobs/short-story/the-monkeys-paw
http://readbookonline.net/readOnLine/2169/
http://readbookonline.net/readOnLine/2169/
http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/FiveOran.shtml
http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/FiveOran.shtml
http://twain.lib.virginia.edu/projects/price/frog.htm
http://twain.lib.virginia.edu/projects/price/frog.htm
http://www.dorinta19.bizland.ro/FLOWERS%20FOR%20ALGERNON%20.htm
http://www.dorinta19.bizland.ro/FLOWERS%20FOR%20ALGERNON%20.htm
http://www.dorinta19.bizland.ro/FLOWERS%20FOR%20ALGERNON%20.htm
https://docs.google.com/gview?url=http://www.sayville.k12.ny.us/webpages/LCierski/files/Singing+My+Sister+Down+by+Margo+Lanagan.doc&chrome=true
https://docs.google.com/gview?url=http://www.sayville.k12.ny.us/webpages/LCierski/files/Singing+My+Sister+Down+by+Margo+Lanagan.doc&chrome=true
https://docs.google.com/gview?url=http://www.sayville.k12.ny.us/webpages/LCierski/files/Singing+My+Sister+Down+by+Margo+Lanagan.doc&chrome=true
https://docs.google.com/gview?url=http://www.sayville.k12.ny.us/webpages/LCierski/files/Singing+My+Sister+Down+by+Margo+Lanagan.doc&chrome=true
https://docs.google.com/gview?url=http://www.sayville.k12.ny.us/webpages/LCierski/files/Singing+My+Sister+Down+by+Margo+Lanagan.doc&chrome=true
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Lesson Suggestions 
 

 Have students determine which ideas are central to the text and then examine how the words, tone, 

or imagery used shift over the course of the text to affect the meaning or content of the text. 

 Have students create a timeline for the text – a list or a more graphic timeline – that shows all the 
events in sequence, evaluated or ranked by their importance or effect on later events. 

 Have students highlight or use sticky notes to identify all references to an event so students can 
retrace the events after reading the document to evaluate how one led to or impacted another. 

 Students may respond to short creative writing prompts (such as found on writerroad.com) to begin 
brainstorming about their alternate story genre. 

 Have students read a diverse sampling of narratives similar to and slightly different from the sort you 
want them to write. 

 Help students develop questions that not only portray the character’s physical persona but also 
reveal the character’s personality and motivations within the context of the story. 

 

 

Source:  Burke, Jim. The Common Core Companion: the Standards Decoded, Grades 9-12 - What They Say, What They 

Mean, How to Teach Them. Corwin, 2013. Print. 
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